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to the quahterly, monthly, and preparative meet- 
ings of friends within the limits of the yearly 
meeting of new-york. 
Dear Friends, 

In some of the recent sittings of this Meeting, our 
minds have been seriously impressed with the considera- 
tion of the nature and importance of the subjects confided to 
us by the discipUne, attended with solicitude that we may 
so dwell under the sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit, 
as to be " quick of discerning in the fear of the Lord," and 
faithful in the performance of such duties as are connected 
with the responsible station that we fill 

Under such feelings, our minds have been drawn to- 
ward our dear friends in the various parts of the Yearly 
Meeting, we trust, in Gospel solicitude. Christian sympa- 
thy, and brotherly concern, desiring that " grace, mercy and 
truth may abound amongst you." 

The solemn charge to one of the early christian churches 
appears to be of universal application, and highly deserving 
our most serious attention — " Be watchful, and strengthen 
the things that remain, that are ready to die, for I have not 
found thy works perfect before God." 

Our profession, high and holy as it is, supposes, and re- 
quires a state of great watchfulness, conformably to the 
injunctions of our holy Redeemer, " What I say unto you I 
say unto all, watch ; watch and pray lest ye enter into 
temptation." 

The history of oi s society is fraught with in- 

structive testimony dfulness of our early friends, 

our honorable forefa b truth, in this respect. Their 

watchfulness, and h jntion to the unfoldings of the 

Divine Spirit, as contained in the holy scriptures, or imme- 
diately revealed in their own minds, was a conspicuous 
trait in their character — '' having received the tnith in the 
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love of it," they ceased to be conformed to this world ; and 
were happily transformed by the renewing of their minds, 
thus proving, what was the good, and acceptable, and per- 
fect will of God concerning them. And having done all 
to stand amidst such sufferings, imprisonments, whippings, 
&c., as are unknown to us, they were established on the 
sure Foundation, the Rock of Ages, Christ Jesus our Lord, 
and through divine gf ace have transmitted to us a patrimo- 
ny more valuable than the treasures of this world. 

It would be wise in us their successors in religious pro- 
fession, and the advocates of the same Christian doctrines, 
seriously^ to enquire how far our practice is conformable to 
their excellent example ; how far we are maintaining that 
degree of watchfulness that the gospel enjoins, and are 
thus made instrumental in ** strengthening the things that 
remain, and are indeed ready to die." 

Had all the members of our Religious Society maintain- 
ed an humble, watchful, and dependant state, the afllicting 
and desolating storm that has so fearfully swept over us, 
would doubtless have been averted. HumiUty and a rev- 
erent trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, could not have fur- 
nished materials for such a tempest ; and as the same 
cause will continue to produce like effects, let us dear 
Friends often advert to the instructive tanguage of inspira- 
tion, and suitably apply it to ourselves- — " Thus saith the 
Lord, let not the wi^e man glory in his wisdom, neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches, but let him that glorieth glory in this, 
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord, 
that exercise loving kindness, judgment and righteousness 
in the earth, for in these things I delight saith the Lord." 

In consequence of the separation in the society that 
necessarily took place, from the state of things alluded to, 
the painful recollection whereof, must still be too fresh and 
vivid, to require description ; friends in most places are 
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brought into trying circumstances on divers accounts, and 
we tenderly sympathize with them. 

In their little stripped meetings and solitary abodes, en- 
compassed with weakness and surrounded by discourage- 
ments^ they probably feel their situation to be difficult, and 
80 indeed it is; but let us consider, and be cheered in the 
recollection, that however great our trials and confli^ 
may be, a humble and patient reliance on him who was 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities, and who knows 
how to succour and support, is the most sure, and indeed the 
only eflFectual remedy. 

When confiding in the everlasting arm we are the most 
sensible of our own helplessness, and our natural propen- 
sity to a wayward course ; and prepared availingly to hear, 
and obey the command, " Shake thyself from the dust, 
and sit down, O Jerusalem ; loose thyself from the bands 
of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion." 

It has been said, that no association, either civil or re- 
ligious can long sustain itself, that does not frequently re- ^ 
cur to first principles — ^that is, where the persons agreeing 
to the compact, do not often advert to the foundation upon 
which it rests. If this position be correct, (and it wHl 
scarcely T)e controverted,) it is of vital importance that the 
members of our Religious Society should cultivate an in- 
timate acquaintance with its history, its christian doctrines, 
and pecuUar testimonies, as one of the means, that, with 
the blessing of heaven, are calculated to give life and sta- 
bility to the body, and consistency to its members. 

We are aware that true christian knowledge is mainly 
obtained through the immediate influence and operation of 
the Holy Spirit, " for if any man will do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself" And while therefore, we affectionately 
ftnd pressingly urge an increase of deep reverent attention 
to this blessed influence, we would also encourage Friends 
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every where, and of all ranks, gratefully to appreciate 
those secondary helps that we are mercifully favoured with. 
Of these, we need scarcely say, the Holy Scriptures hold a 
pre-eminent place ; hence it has been the concern of the . 

Society from its rise, to impress the duty, and show the y 

benefit of reading and meditating on the history and doctrine \ 

contained in the Sacred Volimie, as being able to make wise 
unto salvation, through faith in Jesus Christ. And while we 
add our feeble tribute to their excellency, and express our 
desire that their doctrines and precepts may be more gene- 
rally believed and obeyed even in the Society of Friends, 
we avail ourselves of the present opening to communicate 
the concern that has prevailed in this meeting relative to a 
more general and intimate acquaintance with the writings 
of Friends. 

There can be no doubt that great benefit would result 
from a proper attention to this subject, and it is to be feared 
that weakness and apathy have been induced from the want 
of it, and that other, and much less profitable reading has 
too generally been substituted. 

If indeed, it is important that our members should be ac- 
quainted with the history of the Society, comprehending its 
rise, progress, christian doctrines, peculiar testimonies, and 
the great sufferings of our ea^y friends ; surely it must be 
necessary for uis to read the books that contain this informa- 
tion ; hence we feel it to be an especial duty, to urge the 
necessity of an increase of reUgious concern on this account. 
The history, and doctrinal works of Friends, should be fa- 
miliar to us. If they were so, we can hardly suppose that 
so many amongst us would trample with seeming impunity 
on the testimonies that have been purchased at so dear a 
rate, and depart from the plainness of speech and apparel, 
and the general moderation that so conspicuously adorned 
our primitive friends. While dwelling on this interesting 
subject, we cherish the hope, that if Friends can be persua- 
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ded to view it in its true light, as a religious duty, that they 
will often feel their minds drawn, not only to individual but 
also collective reading in families of the Holy Scriptures 
and the approved writings of Friends. A concern which 
there can be no doubt would have a salutary influence in 
drawing our minds from the grovelling cares of this life, and 
be happily instrumental in inducing the junior members of 
the Society to accept the pathetic invitation " O taste and 
see, that the Lord is good. Blessed is the man that trusteth 
in him," thus procuring to the body through immerited mer- 
cy, an increase of that spiritual strength we so much need, 
and of that influential faith that works by love, which while 
it purifies is tlie strong bond of christian fellowship. 

It scarcely need be said, that in the present state of things, 
our young friends are peculiarly subjected to trials, and as- 
sailed by temptations, owing to local causes, and the small- 
ness of our number in many places ; this interesting class 
are much at a loss for suitable society ; and under these cir- 
cumstances, in the ardor of youthful feelings the temptation 
is strong to assimilate with such as offer little hope of 
benefit. 

Hence they stand much in need of the sympathy and 
fostering care of their parents and friends, to prevent if 
possible, the blighting influence of improper associations ; 
and, perhaps in no way can this tender and sympathetic 
care be more availingly exerted than in a humble and hon-- 
est desire to imbue their minds with correct views, not only 
of the christian doctrines and their individual application, 
but of the grounds of our religious and peculiar testimonies; 
and this may be done even at an early age. 

If we wish our children to become useful members of 
the Society, attached to its principles, and disposed to fol- 
low the example of its consistent members, we must feel 
bound by the most sacred obligations, to " train them up in 
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the way they should go," looking with humble confidence 
to him whose hand is full of blessings, in the hope " that 
when they are old, they will not depart from it." An abid- 
ing sense of the high responsibiUty that attaches to parents, 
and the recollection that the solemn enquiry will be made, 
" What hast thou done with the lambs committed to thy 
care," cannot fail to stimulate to diligence in the discharge 
of our parental duty ; and can scarcely fail to procure a 
blessing on our feeble, but sincere efforts. And what 
greater joy can a godly parent have, than " to see his chil- 
dren walking in the Truth." And surely, no greater joy 
can the children have, than such a course will give them. 

To our young friends we would affectionately address 
the language, " Seekest thou great things for thyself? 
seek them not." The world promises much, but its prom- 
ises are fallacious ; suffer yourselves then to be governed 
by the limiting power of truth, yield your hearts unto Him 
who died for you, that you might live, so will you be mer- 
cifully preserved from the vanities of the world ; retire often 
into yourselves, and listen attentively to the voice of that 
blessed Teacher that cannot be removed into a corner. Such 
introversion will increase your faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, incline you to love the Holy Scriptures, to acquaint 
yourselves with the writings of our early Friends, and fur- 
nish you with that moral and christian courage that will 
not only enable you to resist the temptations with which 
you may be assailed, but to cleave steadfastly to the Society 
of which you are members, and in which you enjoy many 
valuable privileges, adorning our profession by the plain- 
ness of your habit and address, and the general consisten- 
cy of your conduct. To you, your elder friends are look- 
ing with intense sohcitude ; do not disappoint the cheering 
hope, that instead of the fathers will be seen the sons, and 
instead of the mothers the daughters, who through obe- 
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dience to Divine Grace, shall have been prepared for the 
Lord*s work and service. 

In conclusion, dear friends, permit ns to express the so- 
hcitude we feel, that by increasing dedication of heart to 
the blessed cause of oiu- holy Redeemer, we may indeed 
reahze the state described by the beautiful and sublime 
language of the Psalmist, " Let mount Zion rejoice,; let the 
daughters of Judah J^e glad, because of thy judgments. 
Walk about Zion, and go round about her ; tell the towers 
thereof Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces ; 
that ye may tell it to the generation following. For this 
God is our God for ever, he will be our guide even unto 
death." 

Signed on behalf and by direction of the Meeting for 
Sufferings, held in New-York the 2nd of 3rd Month, ^J,835. 

SAMUEL PARSONS, Glerk. 
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